Simple Mistakes in English

Correct the mistakes in these sentences. Be prepared to explain WHY they are mistakes.
1. I'm student at the University of Texas. 


___________________________________________________________________

2. My brother has 12 years old. 


___________________________________________________________________


3. When are you going to stop smoke?

___________________________________________________________________

4. My family lives in London for years.

___________________________________________________________________

5. I will call you when I will arrive at the airport.

___________________________________________________________________

6. Can you call back later? I do my homework.

___________________________________________________________________

7. Mike has gone to Spain yesterday.

___________________________________________________________________

8. Brush your teeth before to go to bed. 

___________________________________________________________________


9. You must to pay the bill.

___________________________________________________________________

10. She has played soccer since 6 years. 

___________________________________________________________________

11. We took a exam this morning. 

___________________________________________________________________

12. I don't like eat onions.

___________________________________________________________________

13. It makes very cold and rainy today.

___________________________________________________________________

14. That girl is Julie. It is a friend.

___________________________________________________________________

15. I am agree with you!

___________________________________________________________________

16. We need informations about our time table.

___________________________________________________________________


Answers & Explanations
1. I'm a student at the University of Texas.
→ You must use an indefinite article before professions.

2. My brother is 12 years old.
→ You must use the verb "be" with ages.

3. When are you going to stop smoking?
→ Some verbs are followed by the gerund and not the infinitive.

4. My family has lived in London for years.
→ You must use the present perfect tense with actions that began in the past and continue to the present.

5. I will call you when I arrive at the airport.
→ Only use the present tense after "when."

6. Can you call back later? I am doing my homework.
→ If an action is taking place right now / at this moment, you must use the present continuous tense.

7. Mike went to Spain yesterday.
→ The simple past is needed when the action in the past happened once and is completely finished.

8. Brush your teeth before going to bed.
→ After all prepositions, you must use the gerund form of the verb.

9. You must pay the bill.
→ After certain modal / auxiliary verbs, only the infinitive and not to + infinitive is needed.

10. She has played soccer for 6 years.
→ Use "for" with durations of time and "since" with specific dates or years.

11. We took an exam this morning.
→ The indefinite article changes from "a" to "an" when the noun begins with a vowel sound.

12. I don't like to eat onions. OR I don't like eating onions.
→ The verb "like" is followed by either to + infinitive or the gerund form of the verb.

13. It is very cold and rainy today.
→ When talking about the weather, you must use the verb "be" and never "make."

14. That girl is Julie. She is a friend.
→ Pronouns that refer to people are always he, she or they, and NEVER it. "It" is only used with things.

15. I agree with you!
→ The verb is "to agree" so there is no need for the verb "be" before agree.

16. We need information about our time table. 
→ Uncountable nouns cannot be plural!
Choose the sentence that is grammatically correct:

1. 
a) My father is a doctor.

b) My father is doctor.

2. 
a) I have 18 years old.

b) I am 18 years old.

c) I have 18 years.

d) I am 18 years.

3. 
a) Please stop talk!

b) Please stop talking!

4. 
a) I have lived in France for 3 years.

b) I have lived in France since 3 years.

c) I live in France for 3 years.

d) I live in France since 3 years.

5. 
a) Mary will tell me when she will be ready.

b) Mary will tell me when she is ready.

c) Mary will tell me when she be ready.

6. 
a) I don't go to school today.

b) I am not going to school today.

c) I no go to school today.

7. 
a) They have gone to the supermarket this weekend.

b) They went to the supermarket this weekend.

c) They gone to the supermarket this weekend.
8. 
a) Did you do your homeworks?
b) Did you do your homework?

9. 
a) We'll start class after to take a test.

b) We'll start class after taking a test.

c) We'll start class after take a test.

10. 
a) She can to play the guitar.

b) She can play the guitar.

c) She can playing the guitar.

11. 
a) My favorite animal is an elephant.

b) My favorite animal is a elephant.

c) My favorite animal is elephant.

12. 
a) It makes hot in summer.

b) It is hot in summer.

c) It does hot in summer.

13. 
a) He is agree with us.

b) He agrees with us.

c) He agree with us.

14. 
a) My hairs are long and brown.

b) My hair is long and brown.

c) My hair are long and brown.

15. 
a) This is Mr. Smith. It is a good teacher.

b) This is Mr. Smith. He is a good teacher.

